
Of Mice and Men 

Literary Elements 



Tone 
 Tone is the author’s attitude toward the subject. 

Tone can be determined by looking closely at word 
choice or the viewpoint of the author. 
 

 The tone can also be determined by thinking about 
how an author approaches the theme of his work.  
 

 Tone is an attitude and can be described in many 
different ways, including: comical, formal, serious, 
sarcastic, cheerful, or depressing, to name a few.  



Naturalism 
 Naturalism is a literary movement that took 

place at the end of the 18th century into the 
early 19th century. 
 

 It strongly resembles realism but with one 
change: the characters do not have free will and 
instead find themselves at the mercy of external 
and internal forces. 

 



Naturalism, con’t… 
 OMAM was written in the naturalist style, and 

therefore includes:  
 An emotionally detached and unsympathetic narrator 
 Survival of the fittest 
 Possible violence and tragedy as an end-result 
 Small details about everyday life, including nature 
 A portrayal of “local color” 
 Individuals at the mercy of socioeconomic and biological 

factors 
Commonplace and un-heroic characters sometimes 

driven to behave poorly in order to survive raw and 
unpleasant experiences 
 
 
 

 



Parallelism 
 Parallelism is a grammatical structure in which 

the components of a sentence form a pattern. 
 

 For example: I found beach sand in my car, my 
shoes and my bag.  
 

 It would not be parallel if it was written like 
this: I found sand in my car, shoes and my bag. 



Diction 
 In a nutshell, diction is word choice. It is the 

style of writing that an author uses. Proper 
diction is important in getting the tone and 
message across. 



Sentimentalism 
 A literary movement during the same time as 

naturalism, sentimentalism counts on the 
reader’s capacity for tenderness, compassion or 
sympathy to a disproportionate degree.  
 

 The sentimental novel prized feeling above 
reason. 
 

 This is mainly seen in the relationship between 
George and Lennie. 

 



Regionalism 
 “Local color or regional literature is fiction and 

poetry that focuses on the characters, dialect, 
customs, topography, and other features particular 
to a specific region.” 
 

 “Setting: The emphasis is frequently on nature and 
the limitations it imposes; settings are frequently 
remote and inaccessible. The setting is integral to 
the story and may sometimes become a character 
in itself.” 
 

 - Source: 
http://public.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/lcolor.ht
ml 
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